MEMO

Date:
February 6, 2009

To:
ASAA Member Schools

cc:
Rugby Alberta Match Officials Association (RAMOA)

Rugby Alberta


Alberta Junior Rugby Association (AJRA)
From: 
ASAA: John Paton, Executive Director and Michelle Reeder, Assistant Director

ASAA Rugby Commissioners: Pat Forsyth and Craig Patton

Re: 
Clarification on ASAA Rugby Policy

Clarification has been sought from the ASAA regarding a variety of matters pertaining to the upcoming 2009 ASAA rugby season. Following your review of the information below, please contact the ASAA Commissioners or ASAA office for further clarification:
1. Experimental Law Variations (ELV’s): The International Rugby Board (IRB) introduced the ELV’s in August 2008; the ASAA follows IRB playing rules. Rugby Canada has indicated that if IRB rules, including the new ELV’s are not adopted, their insurance will not cover either players or referees. As ASAA policy indicates that it follows IRB rules, the ASAA wants to clarify that the ELV’s are being followed in ASAA sanctioned rugby this year,

2. The ASAA strongly recommends that, at minimum, every high school rugby team in Alberta have at least one individual who is coaching or assisting with the school rugby team take the Safe Rugby clinics being offered free of charge through Rugby Alberta and/or AJRA. Please contact AJRA to coordinate a clinic (through the YDO south office – ydosouth@telus.net or the YDO north office - ydonorth@telus.net )
3. Grade 9’s: It is important to note that onsite Grade 9 students only are only allowed to play on the teams of 1A and 2A schools. Please see ASAA Policy page 100 #6 for further clarification. Any liability or insurance issues related to grade 9 participation is the responsibility of the school and their respective board.
4. Rule Interpretations: There are instances where consistency of terminology is not used by referees in different parts of the province. We are working with RAMOA in an attempt to create consistency in use of terminology.
For further clarification on the above issues, please consult the ASAA Commissioners Pat Forsyth (pat.forsyth@ei.educ.ab.ca ) and Craig Patton (pattonc@lrsd.ab.ca ) on rugby specific issues, John Paton (john@asaa.ca) on ASAA policy issues and Paul Cassidy (pwcmatchofficial@shaw.ca (c) 780-232-4574) on officiating related issues. 
Have a great season.
