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The Spirit of the Game

A tribute to Leeanne Reid of La Crete Public School

| have coached Junior “A” girl’s
basketball for thelast Six yearsat
Fairview High School inFairview
Alberta. | havetwo daughtersthat |
have coached through
tothesenior highleve.

OnMarch 5, 2005 |
waswatching the
Fairview senior girls
play inthezone
playoffsinValeyview.
Farview'slast game
wasagainst LaCrete.
Duringthegamel was
told that one of thegirlsontheLa
Creteteam wasundergoing
chemotherapy for cancer. | was
amazed to watch how thisplayer
played thegamewith somuch
determination. After thegamel
thought about her and what shewas
goingthrough. | decided that it would
beimportant to recognize her for the
spirit that shedemondtrated. | write
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thisarticlein order to celebratethe
spirit of LeeanneReid from LaCrete.
Whilel watched Leeanneonthe
court | could not help but admire her
tenacity. Shewasgiving
everything shehad for her team
and her school. Itisimportant
that wethe basketball community
cometogether throughthisarticle
inorder to celebrate her spirit.

Robin Webster, who coached the
Fairview High School Junior “A”
girlsbasketball team beforel
camealong saidtome, “youare
going tofind out that the game of
basketball isabout everything but the
game of basketball.” | wasn't sure
what Robin
meant at the
timebut
because of
the
experience
that | had at
that gamel
now under-
stand what Robin was getting at.
Herewasaplayer who had risen
above her own situationinorder to
support her team. Inmy mindthisis
what the spirit of thegameisall
about. Asindividualsand asateam
wefindthestrengthto riseabovethe
most desperate of Situations.

Every year | dwaystdl peoplethat
when | coach my goal isto aways
leavethegirlsalittlebit better off than
when| got them. | alwaysfind that by
theend of theyear that thegirlshave
left me much better off than when
they got me. Coaching and playing
basketball hasbeen alifetime of
learning for me. | havevery strong
fedlingsfor thegameand the people
who play.

By watchingandfedling Leeanne's
struggleto overcomeher cancer | can
very clearly statethat she hasleft us
al much better off thenwewere
before. Thanksfor showing ushow
torisetothe occasion bothinyour
battlewith cancer andin
your inddiblespirit for
thegame of basketball.

TimVinge

Jdunior “A” GirlsCoach
Fairview High School
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Thanks for another great year!

As we come off our last two
provincial championshipsfor the
year: badminton and track & field, |
want to take the opportunity to thank
the host of not only these, but all
ASAA events over the past year. We
have an amazing group of teachers,
school sport administratorsand
otherswho volunteer their timeto
coordinate ASAA provincials, we are
very fortunate.

As we head into our 50" year as an
organization in 2005/2006, weare
planning some celebratory events and
| trust that our member schools are
keen to be involved. Onething we
have already done is to celebrate our
past by bringing back to our 2005 4A
provincial basketball championship,
the members of the teams that
playedinthefirst ASAA final in
1956. It was a wonderful experience
to meet those gentlemen who played
in that first game and to hear how
important school sport hasbeenin

their lives. | hope that as we celebrate
this milestone as an association, you
consider looking back through your
historical recordsand consider inviting
back some of your early teamsto a
school sport celebration at your
school.

Finally, | want to congratul ate all
student athletes and their coaches for
their efforts thisyear. Whileit is great
to see so many at provincials, itis
important to al so recognize those who
work so hard at school sports yet do
not experience the same level of
success as others, and do not make it
to the big show. It is that
perseverance, regardless of success,
that helps set the tone for character
development in our youth, and those
coaches who work with these students
are to be commended. Best wishes to
you al for a safe and healthy summer.

John Paton
Executive Director

ASAA Provincial Championships Wrap Up in Style

Another year of ASAA provincial championshipshascometo anend. High
Prairiedid an outstanding job of hosting thisyear’ sbadminton provincials.
Over 200 athletes participated in the event that produced anumber of first
timewinners, many repeat winnersand even acoupleof tiesfor first place.
Thanksto Darcy Younghansand hisvolunteer committeefor al thework that
went into preparing for the championship.

Thanksalso go to Norma Smith, Scott Sinclair, Don Zabloski and their very
large committee of students, teachers, principasand otherswho hel ped host
thisyear’strack andfield provincia championship at Foote Fieldin
Edmonton. It wasanother great year for track and field and fansweretreated
to excellent performancesin al events--with acoupl e of record-breaking
performancesthrownin. Congratul ationsto al athleteswho participated this
year and to the school sthat earned the team banners.




ASAA moves to e-newsletters

TheASAA isexcited to announcethat starting in September, 2005 wewill be
using e-newd ettersto communicate regularly with our members.

Thenew e-newd etter will be sent onceamonth, allowing usto providemore
timely information than currently possiblewith our traditional newdetter. In
addition to providing ASAA news, we want the new e-newsd etter to bea
preferred source of information of interest for athletic directors, coachesand
athletes. Tell uswhat you' d liketo read about and we' |l do our best to link you
toit!

By moving to an e-newdetter, weare keeping up with thetimesasemail
becomesthe preferred form of communciation. Wewill also be redlizing
significant cost savingsover our printed newd etters. For thosewho prefer to
read hard copy, al e-newdetterswill beavailablein aprinter-friendly version
aswell. We reexcited about thisnew direction and are confident you'll
embraceit too.

<
TheASAA e-newdetter -- coming to your inbox in September 2005. >
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ASAA Board
Approves Rugby

Atthe2005Annua General
Meeting, theASAA Board of
Governorsapproved adding
Rugby on atrial basistothelist of
ASAA sports. ANASAA rugby
policy will bedeveloped at the
ASAA Annud Planning Mesting
scheduled for November 4-5,
2005in Red Desr.

If you have any suggestionsor
commentsthat you' dlike
consdered at planning session,
please send themto
lynda@asaa.caor your zone
secretary prior to November 1.

Attention Athletic Directors

|ssomeone new taking over the athletic director rolein your school for 2005/0671f so, pleasetake afew minutesto
prepare sometipsfor the new person so they are not in the dark about ASAA policiesand deadlines come September.
Andevenif you' renot leaving, here'salist of thingsthat are good to do in the new school year.

. 2005 1

leaveit for your replacement.
x 1‘ﬁm‘ ' 2.

4

Makeanote of your ExNet username and password and keep it handy or

Updatethe school information sectionin ExNet, particularly theemail
address section, to ensure ASA A remindersreach your school.

_ Watch for the September mailing. It will have the new handbook,

v accommodation guideand calendar.

Post theASAA calendar and refer toit often. All registration deadlinesare

T\ B clearly marked so your school can avoid late registration fees.

policies.
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Print and refer to the ExNet hel p guidefor registration problems.
. Familiarizeyourself withtheASAA tranfer policy.
. Know who your zone secretary isand don’ t be shy--ask them about zone

Attend your zone meetingswhenever possible.
. Watchfor thenew ASAA e-newd etter.
10. Call or email theASAA officeanytimeyou need help!
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Marwayne Coach and Two Student Athletes Enjoy Leadership Camp

TheASAA had the opportunity
through grant funding to send acoach
and two athletesto acoach/captain
leadershipretreat in North Carolinain
April. Theretreat, hosted by the
North CarolinaHigh School Athletic
Association (NCHSAA), wasatwo-
day event aimed at defining leadership
skillsof captains, identifying key
issuesaffecting sudent athletes;
understanding that team captainscan
influence otherswithin the school; and
learning to communicateeffectively
with peersand adults. Thegoal of the
retreat wasfor each school group to
develop anaction planto bring
student leedershipintitiativesintothe
schoals.

Eileen Hines, thegirlsbasketbal
coach at Marwayne Jubileeand last
year’'sASAA Most Sportsmanlike
Coach award recipient, wasasked to
attend theretreat along with two of
her grade eleven student athletesand
LyndaBourak, amember of the
ASAA daff. Eileenchosetobring Jill
Wheat and Ashley Cotetotheretreat
andthegirlshad agreat time. Being
theonly Canadiansin thecrowd, Jill
andAshley wereaffectionately
known as® Canada’ and were
welcomedto participateinal
activitiesby their North Carolina
peers. Though theissuesand
perspectivesof theAmerican student
athleteswere sometimesdifferent

from onesfaced by studentsin
Alberta, thediscussonsaround
developing leadership skillsand
taking astand onissuesin the schools
wereappropriatefor everyone.

TheASAA isnow planningto
develop and host aleadership retreat
of itsown sometimeinthefuture. The
ideasthat were shared and the
methods|earned at the retreat will
helptheASAA inthe development
process.

Welook forward toworking onthis
initiativein thecoming monthsand
making theopportunity availableto
more of our member schools.

2005 Notices of Motion

The 2005 ASAA AGM was held on April 29-30 in Edmonton. At this meeting,
provincial hosts were determined for the coming year and some for 2006/07.
Notices of Motion as posted in March on the ASAA website were discussed and
voted on. The results are provided in the following table. To read the actual
notices, please go to www.asaa.ca and look under forms and publications.

Notice Result

1 Carried

2 Carried

3 Carried

4 Carried

5 Carried

6 Carried

7 Carried

8 Withdrawn
9 Carried

10 Carried

11 Carried

12 Carried

13 Withdrawn
14 Carried

15 Carried

16 Carried

17 Carried

18 Carried as amended
19 Carried

20 Carried

21 Carried

22 Carried

23 Withdrawn

Notice

Result
24 Carried as amended

25 Carried
26 Carried as amended
27 Carried
28 Carried
29 Carried
30 Carried
31 Carried
32 Carried
33 Carried
34 Carried
35 Tabled
36 Carried
37 Carried
38 Carried
39 Carried
40 Carried
41 Carried
42 Carried
43 Carried

44 Defeated
45 Withdrawn

2005 Award Winners
At the Routledge Award Banquet,
thisyear’saward recipientswere
announced and presented with a
plague as akeepsake.
Congratulationstothefollowing
winne's

RoutledgeAward
Marg McCuag-Boyd, Fairview

M ost Sportsmanlike Coach
GarthVanGaalen, Foremost

M edia Recognition
LaurenMacGillivray, Cdgary Herad

Sponsor Recognition Award
Driving Force



