


Every	year,	dozens	of	Alberta	Schools’	Athletic	
Association	provincial	championship	banners	are	handed	
out	to	Alberta	high	schools,	and	thousands	of	medals	to	
students	and	coaches.	However,	those	banners	only	
represent	a	fraction	of	the	student	athletes	and	coaches	
who	dedicate	their	time	and	energies	towards	becoming	
the	best	they	can	be	via	their	involvement	in	school	
sport.	

I	would	like	to	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	all	students,	coaches	and	spectators	to	the	63rd	year	of	the	ASAA	coordinating	
high	school	provincials.	From	our	sole	sport	of	boys	basketball	in	1956,	to	12	sports	involving	male	and	female	athletes	
today,	we	have	come	a	long	way.	We	have	many	to	acknowledge	for	this	longevity	and	success.	

First,	I	want	to	congratulate	all	of	the	student	athletes	in	Alberta	for	their	dedication	to	their	school	via	their	
involvement	in	school	sport.	I	especially	congratulate	those	fortunate	enough	to	have	made	it	to	this	provincial	
championship;	I	hope	this	is	a	positive	and	truly	memorable	life	experience	for	you.	Second,	I	want	to	both	acknowledge	
and	thank	those	who	coach	our	student	athletes	–	teacher	and	non-teacher	coaches	alike.	Because	of	you,	Alberta’s	high	
school	student	athletes	are	given	every	opportunity	to	be	successful	in	sport,	in	school	and	beyond;	you	are	helping	
equip	them	with	the	tools	to	lead	a	successful	life	after	leaving	high	school.			

A	sincere	thank	you	goes	out	to	your	local	organizing	committee	who	have	worked	extremely	hard	under	the	guidance	
of	ASAA	staff	to	ensure	that	the	experience	for	all	involved	is	second	to	none.	Specifically	I	wish	to	thank	Cole	Hintz	&	
Carrie	Westgard	from	Strathmore	High	School	for	chairing	this	event,	the	local	host	committee	and	all	volunteers	for	
their	involvement	and	support.	I	wish	to	acknowledge	that	this	event	is	being	hosted	on	Treaty	7	territory,	traditional	
lands	of	First	Nations	and	Métis	people.	

I	also	want	to	thank	the	ASAA’s	Platinum	partners,	Alberta	Milk	and	SUBWAY,	Gold	partner	Morgex	Insurance,	ASAA’s	
funding	partner	Alberta	Sport	Connection	and	the	Official	Suppliers	listed	in	this	program.	Their	support	of	high	school	
athletics	in	Alberta	is	greatly	appreciated.	

My	final	message	is	about	ethical	and	sportsmanlike	conduct.	I	encourage	all	involved	in	this	event:	coaches,	athletes,	
spectators,	volunteers,	etc.	to	appreciate	that	this	is	an	event	being	held	in	an	educational	context	and	involves	youth	
mostly	aged	between	15	and	18	years	of	age.	Sportsmanship	and	respect	is	a	hallmark	of	ASAA	Programs.	Let’s	keep	it	
that	way.	

John	Paton,	Executive	Director	

Alberta	Schools’	Athletic	Association	
Percy	Page	Centre	11759	Groat	Road	NW,	Edmonton,	AB	T5M	3K6	
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