Grievance Committee at ASAA 2020 Wrestling Rural Provincials
Tournament chairperson (chair of the committee): Chris Harris
Head official or designate:  

School administrator: Gordon Vatcher (LCI AD)
ASAA Wrestling commissioner: Keith Daye
Zone Coaches: 
North Zone:



Central Zone:



South Zone: 
ASAA will provide a contact phone number closer to the time of your event that can be used as a number to call when in need of guidance.

Note: the tournament chairperson can sit on this committee only if they are not coaching a team competing in the Provincial Championship. If they are coaching, then someone else from the organizing committee (that is not involved with coaching a team in the tournament) will sit in.

Inform coaches: Coaches should be informed at the coach meeting who is on this committee.
Purpose: Grievance committees are not often utilized at ASAA provincials but they should be pre-determined. There are two key functions of the Grievance committee at ASAA provincials. The first function is to deal with matters that occur during competition, typically discipline/conduct types of issues, and appeals that may arise from ejections, while the second function is to handle any other matters that arise that require dispute resolution.

Policy:  Discipline/conduct issues during competition:


ASAA Policy (p.30 ASAA handbook)

Any unsportsmanlike or violent behaviour (e.g. fighting) that results in an ejection of an athlete or coach from play in an ASAA provincial championship competition shall result in a suspension from the next scheduled match of the current season, where match is understood to mean game, match, round, bout, etc. as appropriate for the sport.

Appeals: If an athlete or coach wishes to appeal an ejection, it is the responsibility of the Grievance committee (referred to as discipline appeal committee below) to address the appeal as soon as possible, and before the next scheduled game, match etc. To handle appeals of an ejection, ASAA Policy (p. 29, ASAA handbook) states:

All ASAA provincial championship hosts will convene a discipline appeal committee. This committee will have the authority to address issues of a serious nature that may occur before, during or after a provincial championship match, or to hear appeals of the automatic suspension resulting from an ejection. The committee may include, but not be limited to, the tournament chairperson, an official and two coaches not in conflict with the issue. In football, the discipline/appeal committee will be the ASAA Executive Appeal Committee

Conflict of Interest: Anyone who is on the grievance committee who is perceived to be in conflict of interest to the appeal by the tournament chair should be excluded from the committee. Better to err on the side of caution in this regard. Replacements can be sought, if necessary, from individuals who are not in a conflict of interest to the teams or issues. 
Protests/complaints re other issues: During the course of a provincial competition, other things may occur that give rise to a protest or complaint. Unless there is a sport specific policy to deal with such matters (for example, in track and field and cross-country running there is a specific protest/ appeals process available under IAAF rules) the Grievance committee should handle such matters. Examples may include but not be limited to:
1. Team delayed due to weather. Host accommodates by switching schedule which impacts a number of teams. A team complains and the grievance committee will need to weigh what is in the best interests of both the team that had no control over being delayed, and all other teams in the competition. Goal being to do what is right through compromise.
2. School hosting a provincial championship game had a lockdown and the event had to be moved to another location. Complaint that not enough notice was given to change venues. In this case, you respond that you are doing the best you can.

3. Location of courts: A team complains that the court they are playing on is not the one used for the finals while some other teams do get to play on that court. They want the schedule changed to allow for this. The committee would respond, likely by saying that the schedule has been published for over a month and will not be changing.
4. Not enough food at the banquet: complaint to committee that by the time the last athletes got to the buffet many food items had run out. Host can decide to do a number of things from apologize to provide partial refund to provide an additional meal (even if sandwich or hamburger) to team at a later time. Accommodate as best as possible.
5. Team complains about spectator abusing players/coach: Grievance committee may not have to deal with this, as either the tournament chair or facility manager has the capacity to ask unruly spectators to stop acting inappropriately or they will be ejected from the facility (no appeal if ejected). However, the grievance committee should act reasonably to address inappropriate behaviour and be prepared to put their words into action.
